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Macbeth: Introduction

A concise biography of William Shakespeare plus historical and literary context for Macbeth.
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A quick-reference summary: Macbeth on a single page.











Macbeth: Detailed Summary & Analysis

In-depth summary and analysis of every scene of Macbeth. Visual theme-tracking, too.
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Explanations, analysis, and visualizations of Macbeth's themes.
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Macbeth's important quotes, sortable by theme, character, or scene.
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Description, analysis, and timelines for Macbeth's characters.
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Explanations of Macbeth's symbols, and tracking of where they appear.
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Macbeth's key literary devices explained and sortable by chapter.
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An interactive data visualization of Macbeth's plot and themes.









Brief Biography of William Shakespeare

 Shakespeare's father was a glove-maker, and Shakespeare received no more than a grammar school education. He married Anne Hathaway in 1582, but left his family behind around 1590 and moved to London, where he became an actor and playwright. He was an immediate success: Shakespeare soon became the most popular playwright of the day as well as a part-owner of the Globe Theater. His theater troupe was adopted by King James as the King's Men in 1603. Shakespeare retired as a rich and prominent man to Stratford-upon-Avon in 1613, and died three years later.
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Historical Context of Macbeth

 When Queen Elizabeth died in 1603, King James of Scotland became King of England. James almost immediately gave his patronage to Shakespeare's company, making them the King's Men. In many ways, Macbeth can be seen as a show of gratitude from Shakespeare to his new King and benefactor. For instance, King James actually traced his ancestry back to the real-life Banquo. Shakespeare's transformation of the Banquo in Holinshed's Chronicles who helped murder Duncan to the noble man in Macbeth who refused to help kill Duncan is therefore a kind of compliment given to King James' ancestor. 




Other Books Related to Macbeth

 Shakespeare's source for Macbeth was Raphael Holinshed's Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland, though in writing Macbeth Shakespeare changed numerous details for dramatic and thematic reasons, and even for political reasons (see Related Historical Events). For instance, in Holinshed's version, Duncan was a weak and ineffectual King, and Banquo actually helped Macbeth commit the murder. Shakespeare's changes to the story emphasize Macbeth's fall from nobility to man ruled by ambition and destroyed by guilt.




Key Facts about Macbeth

	
Full Title: The Tragedy of Macbeth

	
When Written: 1606

	
Where Written: England 

	
When Published: 1623

	
Literary Period: The Renaissance (1500 - 1660)

	
Genre: Tragic drama

	
Setting: Scotland and, briefly, England during the eleventh century

	
Climax: Some argue that the murder of Banquo is the play's climax, based on the logic that it is at this point that Macbeth reaches the height of his power and things begin to fall apart from there. However, it is probably more accurate to say that the climax of the play is Macbeth's fight with Macduff, as it is at this moment that the threads of the play come together, the secret behind the prophecy becomes evident, and Macbeth's doom is sealed.






Extra Credit for Macbeth

Shakespeare or Not? There are some who believe Shakespeare wasn't educated enough to write the plays attributed to him. The most common anti-Shakespeare theory is that Edward de Vere, the Earl of Oxford, wrote the plays and used Shakespeare as a front man because aristocrats were not supposed to write plays. Yet the evidence supporting Shakespeare's authorship far outweighs any evidence against. So until further notice, Shakespeare is still the most influential writer in the English language.
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