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Lines 1-4




The poem opens on a deliberately ambiguous note: people described only as "they" await the speaker "somewhere beyond Eden Rock." Eden Rock isn't a real place, but it gently sets up the dreamlike quality of what is to follow, drawing in the reader's curiosity. "Eden" alludes to the biblical Garden of Eden, subtly suggesting that whoever "they" are, they aren't in this mortal world anymore.


The colon at the end of the line indicates that what follows will to some degree be about clarifying exactly who "they" are. Lines 2 to 4 are then devoted to the speaker's father. More specifically, they are devoted to reconstructing what looks be some kind of memory about him. These lines utilize many caesuras to add detail to this description, evoking a sense of care and attentiveness as the speaker goes about building an image of his father.


The father is presented as relatively young (he is 25). The specific age is a strong clue that this is not a real encounter, but some kind of dream, memory, or combination of the two. It means that there is a tension between the measured, adult-sounding tone of the speaker and the age of his father, introducing a note of mystery to the poem (because if the speaker's father were really this young, the speaker wouldn't be old enough to be reciting this poem!).


Indeed, the details about the father support the idea that he is somehow preserved in a particular moment in time. He is wearing the "same suit"—perhaps the "same" one as in the speaker's childhood memories—and his little dog is "still two years old." This "still" suggests that normally this would not be the case—probably because both the father and his dog are long dead.


The "Genuine Irish Tweed" is a very specific type of material as well, adding further nuance to this image of the speaker's father. There's a subtle sense of pride in the fact that the suit is made from a "Genuine" material, perhaps suggesting that this family is of only modest means.


In the stanza's second two lines, gentle /t/ consonance evokes the trembling movement of the dog, but also the way that the image itself is built on the shaky foundations of the imagination:



Of Genuine Irish Tweed, his terrier Jack

Still two years old and trembling at his feet.













The poem opens on a deliberately ambiguous note: people described only as "they" await the speaker "somewhere beyond Eden Rock." Eden Rock isn't a real place, but it gently sets up the dreamlike quality of what is to follow, drawing in the reader's curiosity. "Eden" alludes to the biblical Garden of Eden, subtly suggesting that whoever "they" are, they aren't in this mortal world anymore.


The colon at the end of the line indicates that what follows will to some degree be about clarifying exactly who "they" are. Lines 2 to 4 are then devoted to the speaker's father. More specifically, they are devoted to reconstructing what looks be some kind of memory about him. These lines utilize many caesuras to add detail to this description, evoking a sense of care and attentiveness as the speaker goes about building an image of his father.


The father is presented as relatively young (he is 25). The specific age is a strong clue that this is not a real encounter, but some kind of dream, memory, or combination of the two. It means that there is a tension between the measured, adult-sounding tone of the speaker and the age of his father, introducing a note of mystery to the poem (because if the speaker's father were really this young, the speaker wouldn't be old enough to be reciting this poem!).


Indeed, the details about the father support the idea that he is somehow preserved in a particular moment in time. He is wearing the "same suit"—perhaps the "same" one as in the speaker's childhood memories—and his little dog is "still two years old." This "still" suggests that normally this would not be the case—probably because both the father and his dog are long dead.


The "Genuine Irish Tweed" is a very specific type of material as well, adding further nuance to this image of the speaker's father. There's a subtle sense of pride in the fact that the suit is made from a "Genuine" material, perhaps suggesting that this family is of only modest means.


In the stanza's second two lines, gentle /t/ consonance evokes the trembling movement of the dog, but also the way that the image itself is built on the shaky foundations of the imagination:



Of Genuine Irish Tweed, his terrier Jack

Still two years old and trembling at his feet.
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Original



Romeo


(aside) She speaks.

O, speak again, bright angel! For thou art

As glorious to this night, being o’er my head,

As is a winged messenger of heaven

Unto the white, upturnèd, wondering eyes

Of mortals that fall back to gaze on him

When he bestrides the lazy-puffing clouds

And sails upon the bosom of the air.





Juliet


O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art though Romeo?

Deny they father and refuse they name.

Or, if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love,

And I’ll no longer be a Capulet.









Modern



Romeo

(to himself) She speaks. Speak again, bright angel! For tonight you are as glorious, there up above me, as a winged messenger of heaven who makes mortals fall onto their backs to gaze up with awestruck eyes as he strides across the lazy clouds and sails through the air.




Juliet

O Romeo, Romeo! Why must you be Romeo? Deny your father and give up your name. Or, if you won’t change your name, just swear your love to me and I’ll give up being a Capulet.
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